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parent. From their very boyhood he had attached himseli
closely to his cousin Giovanni, becoming his constant com-
panion and adviser, and an agent ever ready to take all
trouble off his shoulders; an airangement which exactly
suited Giovanni's ease-loving character.

These conditions were fraught with important conse-
quences. For during the long years of exile Giulio's fertile
brain had designed a course of action in regard to Florence,
should they ever succeed in regaining power there, which
would make an entire change in the traditional policy of the
family No more should there be any of that resting of the
Medici power upon rncie popularity, which had proved,
Giulio considered, such a broken reed, but it should lest, if
lie could direct events, upon force pure and simple. But the
force should be that of the steel hand in a velvet glove, and
the despotism thus planned be made as little irksome as
possible by the outward form of a republic being still main-
tained, at all events for a time. For Giulio's far-reaching
schemes went furthei than this, and looked forward to a time
when even the form of a republic might be abolished, r
despotic monarchy of Tuscany set up, and a crown at bngth
be placed upon a Medici head All this could, he considered,
be brought about (or at all events set in train) if Giovanni
would continue to be guided by him, and if only it could be
managed that Giovanni should become Pope.

To this member of the trio such feelings as generosity,
magnanimity, caie for the people, readiness to give unselfish
labour for the good of one's country, clemency towards ene-
mies, and other similar motives of action, which had been
so long inherent in all the men and women of this family
that they had grown to be assumed as matters of course/
were completely non-existent. Beneath a handsome exterior
and a graceful manner he hid a cold-hearted disposition, a
nature able to entertain only ignoble aims, and a character
burdened with no scruples whatever.

But Giulio well knew that the younger of the MedH